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Biographical Sketch 

Joe Francica is the editor-in-chief of Directions Magazine and vice-publisher of 
Directions Media, comprised of four media properties, and also serves as the 
chief operating officer for the company’s day to day operations. He has been a 
geospatial professional for over 30 years and his opinions on the geospatial 
marketplace are sought by the national media as well as financial institutions. 
He is the conference chairman for both the Location Intelligence 
(www.locationintelligence.net) and the GEO Huntsville 
(www.geohuntsville.com) conferences. 

Along with his weekly Internet podcasts and daily commentary at Directions Magazine, he has 
contributed to three books, “Profiting from a GIS” (published in 1993 by GIS World Books; edited by G. 
Castle), “Geographic Information Systems in Business (published in 2005 by Idea Group Publishing; edited 
by J. Pick), and the “Encyclopedia of GIS” (published by Springer). In conjunction with colleagues at The 
Pennsylvania State University, Francica has developed a course entitled “Location Intelligence for 
Business,” for the university’s online GIS program. 

Francica helped to develop the Geospatial Technology Competency Model (GTCM) for the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration that seeks to support the creation of 
model curricular for two- and four-year colleges. In addition, Francica serves on the National Visiting 
Committee for the National Science Foundation supported Geospatial Technology Center of Excellence 
(Geotechcenter.org) at Del Mar College in Corpus Christi, Texas. Francica is also the lead for a new 
initiative called GEO Huntsville for the City of Huntsville, Alabama that will focus on industry and 
economic development. 

Personally, Mr. Francica received his bachelors degree (BA) from Rutgers University (New Brunswick, New 
Jersey) in Geology in 1978, followed by a master's degree (MA) in Earth Science from Dartmouth College 
(Hanover, New Hampshire) in 1980, and a master's degree in business administration (MBA) from the 
Edwin L. Cox School of Business at Southern Methodist University (Dallas, Texas) in 1989. In the late 90’s 
he obtained a national ranking as a Masters runner and still holds state records at certain distances in 
Alabama. His community involvement includes the position as race director for the Huntsville Hospital 
Autumn Chase fun run which annually attracts over 2000 young students and he is an assistant 
Scoutmaster for Troop 340 in Huntsville. He lives in Huntsville, Alabama with his wife and has four sons. 
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